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SUB J : ISRAELI PRESS ON RABIN VISIT TO WASHINGTON 

1. AS EXPECTED DURING LAST WEEK BEFORE RABIN VISIT TO WASHINGTON, 
ALL LEADING NEWPAPERS HAVE BEEN TRYING TO GIVE READERS PREVIEW 
OF WHAT WILL TRANSPIRE. WITH PUBLIC UNCERTAINTY AT HIGHER THAN 
USUAL LEVEL, PRESS IS IN POSITION TO PLAY ROLE IN FORMING, 

AS WELL AS REFLECTING, PUBLIC OPINION. FOLLOWING ARE REPRESENTATIVE 
SAMPLES OF WHAT ISRAELIS HAVE BEEN READING THIS WEEK ON RABIN 
VISIT AND MOST IMPORTANT SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES. 

2. GENERAL ASSESSMENT. THERE IS WIDE AGREEMENT THAT VISIT IS 
CRUCIAL BOTH IN TERMS OF NEAR-TERM FUTURE OF ISRAEL AND US- 
ISRAELI BILATERAL RELATIONS. HA'ARETZ (POLES) CALLS IT RABIN'S 
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"FIRTST TEST" AND BEYOND THAT, TEST FOR ALL ISRAEL. HE FEARS 
THAT RABIN WILL LEAVE INITIATIVE TO US UNLESS HE IS EMPOWERED 
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BY CABINET (AT MEETING SEPT 8) TO PRESENT PEACE PLAN DEALING 
WITH BOTH JORDAN AND EGYPT AT SAME TIME. 

3. GENERAL EXPECTATIONS. PRESS IS VERY PESSIMISTIC ABOUT PROBABLY 
OUTCOME OF TALKS. DAVAR (ESHED) SAYS US AND ISRAEL START WITH DIF- 
FERENT ASSUMPTIONS. US ASSUMES RESUMPTION OF WAR IS WORST 
POSSIBLE THING THAT CAN HAPPEN TO ISRAEL. ISRAEL KNOWS RENEWED 
HOSTILITIES WOULD BE BAD, BUT FEELS THAT STAVING IT OFF WITH 
UNRECIPROCATED ISRAELI CONCESSIONS IS WORSE. HAARETZ (MARCUS) 
BELIEVES ISRAELI PUBLIC MAY WELL DISCOVER ITSELF IN MIDST OF CLASH 
WITH US ADMINISTRATION. IF RABIN CAN MAKE HIS POINT - THAT 
ADDITIONAL ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL IS TOO HIGH A PRICE JUST TO KEEP 
WAR AT ARM S LENGTH - FINE. "IF NOT, HE WILL HAVE TO SAY 'NO'." 

RABIN AND HIS TEAM ARE DRIVEN BY POWERFUL AMBITION TO PROVE THEY 
ARE NOT "WET RAGS" AND "WILL DO EVERYTHING" TO SHOW OTHERWISE. 
MAARIV (BEN IN WASHINGTON), POINTS OUT THAT IT IS TO US, AND 
NOT TO ARABS, THAT ISRAEL MUST LOOK FOR COMPENSATION IN RETURN 
FOR CONCESSIONS. HE SAYS US PROMISES WERE LAVISH, BUT ADDS THAT 
THE MAN WHO MADE THEM IS GONE AND CONGRESS IS IN AN ECONOMIZING 
MOOD. BEN CONCLUDES 

THAT WASHINGTON DIALOGUE IS LIKELY TO TAKE FORM OF ONE-SIDED 
DEMANDS AND PROMISES NOT KEPT, AND THAT "CONFRONTATION BETWEEN 
ISRAEL AND KISSINGER, WHICH IS IN ANY CASE INEVITABLE, MAY 
MATERIALIZE... EARLIER THAN ONE MIGHT HAVE HOPED". 

4. NEGOTIATIONS WITH JORDAN. RABIN IS ASSUMED BY PRESS TO PREFER 
OEXT ROUND WITH EGYPT RATHER THAN WITH JORDAN, AND PRESS HAS 
PAINTED FULL PICTURE OF WHAT IT PERCEIVES TO BE USG VIEW TO 
CONTRARY. ACCORDING MAARIV (SEGEV IN WASHINGTON), WASHINGTON 
CONSIDERS ISRAELI DIALOGUE WITH JORDAN ESSENTIAL FOR TWO REASONS: 
FIRST, TO KEEP PALESTINIANS QUIET AND SYRIANS THEREFORE SATIS- 
FIED; AND SECOND, TO ASSURE PRESENCE OF JORDAN WHEN GENEVA TALKS 
RESUME. MAARIV WRITER BEN AGREES, POINTING OUT THAT TWO ARGUMENTS 
MAKE BY HUSSEIN HAVE MADE CONSIDERABLE IMPRESSION: FIRST, HUSSEIN 
SHOULD NOT BE PENALIZED FOR HAVING STAYED OUT OF OCTOBER WAR; 

AND SECOND, "WHOEVER DOES NOT WANT TO TALK TO HUSSEIN WILL 

HAVE TO TALK TO ARAFAT". LATTER THEME IS PICKED UP BY 
HAARETZ (GOLAN) WHO BELIEVES US MAY USE ITS VOTE ON UNGA 
RECOGNITION OF PLO AS MEANS OF PRESSURING RABIN INTO NEGOTIATING 
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WITH HUSSEIN FIRST. HE EXPECTS USG TO USE ARGUMENT THAT ISRAELI 
REFUSAL TO DO SO WILL ONLY SERVE INTERESTS OF PLO, WHICH IS 
GAINING INFLUENCE ATRATE WASHINGTON CAN NO LONGER IGNORE. SIN- 
ISTER ELEMENT IN SUPPOSED US POSITION IS FOUND BY DAVAR (ESHED), 

WHO CLIAMS USG IS PREPARING TO "STAB HUSSEIN IN THE BACK” 

BY DEALING WITH PLO. THEREFORE, HE CONCLUDES MAKING CONCESSIONS 
TO HUSSEIN IS UNWISE SINCE ARAFAT WILL SIMPLY INHERIT THEM WITHOUT 
HAVING HAD TO DEAL DIRECTLY WITH ISRAEL HIMSELF. 

5. NEGOTIATIONS WITH EGYPT. EVEN ON RELATIVELY LESS CONTROVERSIAL 
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ISSUE OF NEGOTIATIONS WITH EGYPT, TWO DIFERENT HAARETZ REPORTERS 
FORESEE DIFFICULT TIME DURING RABIN VISIT. GOLAN SAYS RABIN WILL 
INSIST THAT ISRAEL CANNOT UNDERTAKE FURTHER COMMITMENTS TOWARD 
EGYPT UNLESS LATTER FIRST DISCHARGES ITS COMMITMENTS ARISING FROM 
DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT AND ANNEXES. RABIN WILL REPORTEDLY ADD 
HAT THIS INCLUDES REOPENING OF SUEZ CANAL, WHICH WILL NOT 
OCCUR BEFORE "SOMETIME IN 1975", BUT WHICH ISRAEL CONTINUES TO 
REGARD AS TEST OF EGYPTIAN INTENTIONS. DESCRIBING US POSITION, 
MARGALITH (WASHINGTON BASED) SAYS AMERICANS WILL EXPECT RABIN TO 
DESCRIBE ISRAELI VIEW OF PRACTICAL ELEMENTS OF NON-BELLIGERENCY, 
RATHER THAN SIMPLY INSISTING ONPUBLIC STATEMENT BY SADAT. USG 
BELIEVES TIME HAS COME FOR GOING INTO SPECIFICS WITH ARABS 
AND WILL NOT LIKE IT IF RABIN COMES ONLY TO ASK FOR ARMS. 

6. US ARMS SUPPLY. PRESS MIRRORS GENERAL ISRAELI VIEW THAT PRIMARY 
THING RABIN WILL BE SEEKING IS CONCRETE INDICATIONS OF CONTINUING 
USG COMMITMENT TO ISRAELI SECURITY. UNDERLYING ISRAELI CONCERNS 
ARE WELL DESCRIBED IN DAVAR FRIDAY EDITORIAL AS FOLLOWS: BEGIN 
QUOTE SYRIAN DISENGAGEMENT VIOLATIONS MUST NOT BE TAKEN LIGHTLY. 
EACH SINGLE INSTANCE MAY BE EXPLAINED IN VARIOUS WAYS; TAKEN 
TOGETHER AND SEEN ALSO IN LIGHT OF SYRIA'S FEVERISH REAR 
MAMENT, THEY ADD UP TO OMINOUS PICTURE OF PREPARATIONS FOR WAR... 
ISRAEL WILL OF COURSE WANT TO HEAR WHAT US HAS TO SAY. BUT THAT 
THERE ARE VIOLATIONS IS EVIDENT; AND IT IS CLEAR THAT THEY ARE 
ENCOURAGED FIRST AND FOREMOST BY 

MASSIVE RUSSIAN ARMS SUPPLIES TO SYRIA, WHICH SO FAR HAVE NOT 
BEEN BALANCED. THIS IS WHY MR RABIN.. .WILL HAVE TO INSIST THAT 
US IMPLEMENTS ITS MILITARY PROMISES AT MAXIMUM SPPED. END QUOTE 

7. NEGOTIATIONS WITH SYRIA. PRESS HAS FOCUSED ON QUESTION OF 
WHETHER TONEGOTIATE NEXT WITH JORDAN, EGYPT OR BOTH. ONE ATYPICAL 
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BUT INTERESTING PIECE IN DAVAR (ZEMER), HOWEVE, RAISES BASIC 
QUESTIONS ABOUT ISRAELI ATTITUDE TOWARD SYRIA. ZEMER IS CONCERNED 
THAT ISRAEL CANNOT RETURN GOLAN HEIGHTS, THIS DOES NOT PRECLUDE 
IN HER VIEW SUCH POSSIBLE ISRAELI MOVES AGREEING TO HALT 
ESTABLISHMENT OF ADDITIONAL SETTLEMENTS ON HEIGHTS, ALLOWING MORE 
SYRIANS TO BE REPATRIATED, OR DEMILITARIZING ADDITIONAL AREAS. 

SHE CONCLUDES THAT REAL PEACE AT PRESENT IS AN ALLUSION; BUT 
EFFORT MUST BE MADE EVEN TO ACHIEVE PROLONGATION OF CURRENT NO- 
WAR SITUATION. IF EFFORT FAILS, IT WILL THEN NOT BE FAULT OF 
ISRAEL IF IT MUST FIGHT AGAIN. 

VELIOTES 
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